
General Instruction Sheet

Save this file on your computer.   Save and rename the file with another name for each ancestor or society that you wish to practice preparing for the actual Application.  Then begin completing the application form.   If you run into problems or  loose the file you are working on open the original file, rename and start over.   This form is actually locked allowing your to enter only data and not modify the form.  If you must unlock the form please be careful with the formatting..
Two original typed or word processed application forms, signed, notarized, and endorsed by a proposer and a seconder are generally required by most lineage societies.  Generaly Word Processor based applications must also be approved for correct formatting to conform to the same layout as traditional forms. Please contact the Registrar before submitting Word Processor based applications. Direct descent must be shown from a qualifying ancestor. Copies of documents proving proof of service and proof of the applicant's descent (birth certificates, death certificates, wills, deeds, census records, and other reliable secondary evidence) must be submitted with the application as well as the proper fees.  
Two original application forms must be filled out using a Typewriter (with a black ribbon) or a Word Processed Application may be used (if that society or branch of a society allows for computerized/word processed applications.  DO NOT make carbon copies or photo copies to submit as your application papers!  All application are originals as photo copied or carbond copies are generally unacceptable.  Handwritten or Hand Printed applications are NOT acceptable to most lineage societies.  All Word Processor based applications must follow the format and printing standards as determined by the Registrar of that society on forms or by the format that has been approved and is acceptable by that society by whatever rules they have adopted.  Most socities will require that you furnish copies of the documentats that you have used to authentic the lineage and the service of the qualifying ancestors.  Be certain to make and keep copies of the completed application and copies of your proofs.   Never submit originals, but copies.  I some societies they may required that their Registrar or Genealogist must examine the originals but do make a copy of all documents  for your personal records! .  

Direct descent must be shown from a qualifying ancestor, and documented by copies of birth certificates, death certificates, wills, deeds, marriage records, census, estate and Bibles records as well as proof of qualifying service. A copy of all documents listed under Proof of Service and References to document the lineage must be provided by the applicant when the application is submitted. Generally reliable secondary source materials such as documented family histories are acceptable when copies of the original sources documents are not available. "Hearsay", other lineage papers, other lineage society records and web pages are NOT acceptable as documentation!

One set of proofs (copies of all references cited) are needed along with the two original typewritten (or word processed) application forms.  If your brother, father, uncle or grandfather is or was a member of that society, then only a copy of your birth certificate, and other documents to show your lineal relationship to the person who was granted membership in that society if you are using the exact same line of descent.   Again this can vary from Society to Society  so always check on what the policies are for the application process as determined by the chapter/society for which you are seeking admission.

Generally each applications must be an original (no copies allowed), they must be signed in the proper places: generally after the service of the ancestor, generally after the lineage and then again signed after the final page is prepared.  Most societies will required that your signature be affixed in the proper places and to have that notarized. You will need the signatures of two members of the Society; one serves as your proposer, and the other as your seconder.  Some societiy may allow you just the type in the names of the proposer or the seconder as well as the endorsements from the officers.  Again each society determines the rules for applying for memebership.  Most society will have officers that are genuinely glad to serve as your sponsor.   But you may be requird to get them to actually apply their signatures.  If you don’t know members who will sponsor your application, ask the registrar of your society if they would help arrange for sponsors to sign if that is required.   This does vary from society to society  Some state societies may not require signatures in advance for sponsors.  Some societies may accept your name typed rather than a signature.  Each society may vary in what they actually require.  Check with the registrar or else the committee on observation.

When your application forms are completely filled out (proof read them carefully, the Registrar will read them very carefully), send the worksheet or application forms along with one set of photocopies of your documentation to your State Registrar. 
General Lineage society questions can be address to 

Dr. Donald E. Gradeless, Registrar — Email:  DrG@execpc.com
Sons of the Revolution in the State of Indiana
1402 East 225 South
Winona Lake, IN 46590-2041

Word Processor Based Applications:
Word Processor prepared Applications must be printed on acid free paper (100% Cotton Paper or Archival Paper).  Check with the Registrar before sending files. On the Word Produced files do not leave blanks in any generation. On the Affidavit of Lineage you may adapt wording to fit your data. (I.E.: born in/on, died in/on, married in/on can be changed or omitted as needed.)  Preserving the formatting is critical. If there are deviations in form or unacceptable printing/paper the Word Processor prepared application will not be accepted. Be sure to put in the name of the Society [Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin, etc.] that you are applying to. Your Word Procssor based application should look nearly identical to the traditional form. Your signature may be required three (3) times on actual application forms: on the qualification of service section,  Affidavit of lineage (notarized here) and on the References and Additional Facts sections. 

Check for these often missed points before submitting your application. 
These are the most commonly missed parts that many times have been left blank.



Page 1: The Cover Page: 

After "Society’s correct name” and the State or chapter you are applying throught

After "Application for membership of” enter:
Your complete name.

After "Descendant of" enter”
Your Ancestor’s Complete name.

After "Dated" enter 

Date your Affidavit of Lineage will be signed and notarized or submitted


Page 2: Application for Membership Page: 

Date of Application:




The date you signed your application
Below the line printer "Sons of the Revolution" Enter:
"in the State of Indiana"   (appropriate for your society)
Proof of Service enter:


Only those proofs that you are submitting a copy of.

On the line after (Signature of Applicant) 
sign

Your name
On the line after (Profession or Occupation) enter:

Your current occupation.

On the line after (Residence) 



Your complete mailing address.

On the line after (Business Address) enter
business address (if you are employed) or if retired enter "retired"

If you would like you mail or email to be sent to another address list that business address used for maiing and phone call during the normal working day.




Page 3: Affidavit of Lineage from a Qualifying Ancestor: 

On the blank line above (State)  Enter
"Your State Name' of where the Notary resides
On the blank line above (County) 
Enter
County where the deposition is notarized at.

On the blank line above (Give Full name) 
Enter
The full name of the applicant.
For _____ Wife


Enter
only, first, second, third


Page 4: Continuation of Affidavit, Listing of References and Additional Facts: 

On the line “enter”
The full name of the Ancestor.

On the line after No.____ 
Enter
   The generation number of the ancestor from page 3.

On the line (Signature of depondent.)   Sign
  Your Signature is required in front of the Notary Public.

You sign on the line.   Your Signature needs to be NOTARIZED!.  Some states have waived the Notary.
Copies (not transcripts) of all references cited MUST be submitted.
Computer web pages, lineage charts, privately generated family group sheets,

Ancesty Files, or Family Search materials can not be listed or used as proofs.

In the section title ADDITIONAL FACTS:


type
Your marriage date(s), Wife's Name(s) and dates.



Names, dates and city of birth of your Children,


Any additional information you wish preserved.

At the bottom on the line above Signature of Applicant.


Sign
Your Signature is required.

State Society No. ___________
General Society No. _________


in the

      FORMTEXT 

     
 of 
Application for Membership of

     
Descendant of 
     
Application Dated or Received for Admissions:
Date  ________________

Recommended to the Board of Managers for admission by the _____________________ Chapter.

Secretary : ______________________________________ Date  ________________

Approved as to eligibility for Membership.

Registrar: ______________________________________ Date  ________________  
Elected to Membership (conditional on payment of applicable fees.):

Secretary: ______________________________________ Date  ________________  
Notified:
Secretary: ______________________________________ Date  ________________  

Qualified:

Secretary: ______________________________________ Date  ________________  

Membership Notes:
Standardized Lineage Society Application Worksheet
Part 1:  Qualifying Service
Date:         
I,        hereby apply for membership in       by right of descent from         who was born in         on       ; was a resident of         and died in         on        .  His services which would qualify his as a valid ancestor are as follows:
Service:       

     .


     .


     .

Proof of Service:       

     .


     .

     .

I declare upon honor, that if admitted to membership in this society that I will endeavor to promote the purposes of its Institution and observe the Constitution and By-laws of this Society and support the Constitution of the United States.
Signature: ___________________________________________________________

Profession or Occupation:        
Address:              
City State Zip:        
Telephone:        
E-mail:        
Address for Mailing (if different from above):        
Telephone:        
( Check & identify any SR state society you have previously joined:         

We, the undersigned or named members of this Society, would approve and recommend the foregoing application for membership in this society, and know the said applicant to be worthy, and will, if admitted, be a desirable member.

Proposer: _______________________________________

Seconder: _______________________________________

 Standardized Lineage Society Application Worksheet

Part 2:  Lineal Descent
 1.
The applicant       being duly sworn, says that they were born       at       and is a citizen of      .        is the child of:

  2.
      born       at       and died       at       and his       wife:       born       at       and died       at       and married on       at      .        was the child of:

  3.
      born       at       and died       at       and his       wife:       born       at       and died       at       and married on       at      .        was the child of:

  4.
      born       at       and died       at       and his       wife:       born       at       and died       at       and married on       at      .        was the child of:

  5.
      born       at       and died       at       and his       wife:       born       at       and died       at       and married on       at      .        was the child of:

  6.
      born       at       and died       at       and his       wife:       born       at       and died       at       and married on       at      .        was the child of:

  7.
      born       at       and died       at       and his       wife:       born       at       and died       at       and married on       at      .        was the child of:

  8.
      born       at       and died       at       and his       wife:       born       at       and died       at       and married on       at      .        was the child of:

  9.
      born       at       and died       at       and his       wife:       born       at       and died       at       and married on       at      .        was the child of:

10.
      born       at       and died       at       and his       wife:       born       at       and died       at       and married on       at      .        was the child of:

11.
      born       at       and died       at       and his       wife:       born       at       and died       at       and married on       at      .        was the child of:

12.
      born       at       and died       at       and his       wife:       born       at       and died       at       and married on       at      .        was the child of:

13.
      born       at       and died       at       and his       wife:       born       at       and died       at       and married on       at      .        was the child of:

14.
      born       at       and died       at       and his       wife:       born       at       and died       at       and married on       at      .  

And deponent further says that the said        (Generation No.       ) is the ancestor mentioned in the foregoing application.

Standardized Lineage Society Application Worksheet 

Part 3:  References Proving the line of descent
References: 1st Gen.:  (Birth Certficate Required):      
 2nd Gen:       
     
     
  3rd Gen:       
     
     
  4th Gen:       
     
     
  5th Gen:       
     
     
  6th Gen:       
     
     
  7th Gen:       
     
     
  8th Gen.:  


  9th Gen.:  


10th Gen.:  


11th Gen.:  

12th Gen.:  

13th Gen.:  

14th Gen.:  

Additional Facts:       
.
     
     
     
     
     
Page  2

